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State-Federal Permitting Council Memorandum of Understanding 
Frequently Asked Questions  

On August 27, 2025, Governor Dunleavy signed a Memorandum of Understanding (FAST-41 
MOU) with the Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council (Permitting Council) to 
streamline federal permitting of infrastructure development in Alaska.1  

The State looks forward to Alaska projects benefiting from streamlined federal review 
processes under the FAST-41 MOU via improved coordination, collaboration, transparency, 
and timeline predictability in federal permitting for major infrastructure projects across the 
State. 

This document provides answers to the FAST-41 MOU frequently asked questions. 

Does the FAST-41 MOU apply to all projects in Alaska?   

No.  The FAST-41 MOU only applies to eligible FAST-41 Covered 2 and Transparency3 projects 
– two categories identified in federal law – that are approved by the Permitting Council for 
inclusion on its dashboard.4  Under the FAST-41 MOU, the State can recommend projects for 
FAST-41, contribute the State’s Alaska and Arctic experience and expertise to project-
specific discussions, and support timely and effective federal environmental reviews and 
permitting.  

Does the FAST-41 MOU convey new authorities or create or alter any legal rights or 
requirements? 

No.  The FAST-41 MOU does not convey new authorities or create or alter any legal rights or 
requirements.  It establishes a coordination mechanism to make federal permitting more 
efficient through the State’s role in identifying critical infrastructure and development 
projects, seeing the projects qualify for FAST-41 and be listed on the dashboard, and 
ensuring Alaska has a seat at the table to assist in delivery of efficient and transparent 
federal permitting decisions. 

How long does the FAST-41 MOU remain in effect? 

The FAST-41 MOU is in effect for five years and may be revised or extended.  

 
1 Press Release | Governor Dunleavy Announced an Agreement with Federal Permitting Council to Streamline 
Infrastructure Development (Press Release).  “FAST-41” refers to Title 41 of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act. 
2 FAST-41 Covered Projects | Permitting Dashboard.   
3 FAST-41 Transparency Projects | Permitting Dashboard.  Transparency projects have their permitting 
scheduled and public engagement opportunities posted online for greater accountability. 
4 FAST-41 Covered Projects | Permitting Dashboard. 

https://gov.alaska.gov/governor-dunleavy-announces-agreement-with-federal-permitting-council-to-streamline-infrastructure-development/
https://gov.alaska.gov/governor-dunleavy-announces-agreement-with-federal-permitting-council-to-streamline-infrastructure-development/
https://www.permits.performance.gov/projects/fast-41-covered?title=&term_node_tid_depth=All&term_node_tid_depth_1=All&field_permitting_project_adpoint_administrative_area=AK&field_project_status_target_id=All
https://www.permits.performance.gov/projects/transparency-projects?title=&term_node_tid_depth=All&term_node_tid_depth_1=All&field_permitting_project_adpoint_administrative_area=AK&field_project_status_target_id=All
https://www.permits.performance.gov/projects/fast-41-covered
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How can a project sponsor benefit from the FAST-41 MOU? 

A project sponsor can benefit from the FAST-41 MOU through State support in all phases, 
from qualifying as FAST-41 project through State expertise in federal permitting, applying to 
be a FAST-41 Covered or Transparency project, and engaging with the State for support. 

What infrastructure sectors are eligible under FAST-41? 

FAST-41 may apply to a broad range of infrastructure sectors including energy, mining, 
transportation, broadband, manufacturing, and advanced technology.  See FAST-41 
Eligibility Requirements at: FAST-41 Eligibility | Permitting Council. 

What does the FAST-41 MOU require of Permitting Council? 

For projects on the dashboard, the FAST-41 MOU requires Permitting Council to: 

• Coordinate with the State to identify and fill gaps in federal agencies’ Alaska and 
Arctic experience, 

• Support timely and effective federal environmental reviews and permitting, 
• Communicate with the State prior to modifying any federal timetables that affect the 

State’s responsibilities, 
• Provide opportunities for State agencies to educate federal permitters and project 

sponsors on items in the State’s jurisdiction, 
• Provide opportunities to discuss concurrent rather than sequential reviews and 

secure and efficient data and document sharing, and 
• Coordinate with the Director of the Office of Project Management and Permitting 

(OPMP) within the Alaska Department of Natural Resources to hold targeted 
coordination and consultation meetings between relevant State and federal agencies 
to discuss proposed scope, scale, and methods of regulatory efforts, including 
community outreach, environmental analysis (including fish, wildlife, and 
subsistence), and cultural analysis, and to avoid duplication of efforts and timeline 
extensions. 

What does the FAST-41 MOU require the State to do? 

The FAST-41 MOU requires the State to: 

• Interact with Permitting Council and project sponsors to identify Alaska projects that 
could benefit from being FAST-41 Covered or Transparency projects, 

• Assist in developing a template for a Notice of the Initiation of a FAST-41 Notice (a 
FAST-41 Initiation Notice, or FIN) that will support efficient application for FAST-41 
coverage by project sponsors, 

https://www.permitting.gov/projects/apply-now
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• Identify any need for practice tools to aid in FAST-41 implementation,  
• Support Permitting Council staff in communication and outreach efforts, and 
• Provide opportunities for Permitting Council to present at State conferences to 

advance knowledge of FAST-41 and the FAST-41 MOU. 

Does the FAST-41 MOU change State permitting processes or timelines? 

No.  As Governor Dunleavy said, “With this agreement, Alaska will have a seat at the table to 
ensure that federal agencies work hand in hand with the State to deliver timely and 
transparent permitting decisions.”   

If a project signs into FAST-41, the FAST-41 MOU provides a vehicle for State engagement and 
support through the federal permitting process.    On these projects, the State has an option 
to “opt in” to FAST-41 for further State and federal coordination.  If the State exercises this 
option, a project-specific MOU may be signed covering how to best coordinate existing State 
processes to ensure timely and transparent outcomes for the applicant and the public.  The 
State will prioritize conducting its current processes under State law with the greatest 
possible efficiency. 

How will Permitting Council and the State interact? 

Under the FAST-41 MOU, OPMP will coordinate with Permitting Council to identify eligible 
projects, engage project sponsors, and share State regulatory expertise.  OPMP leads and 
implements multi-agency coordination to ensure consistent, defensible, transparent, and 
timely permit decisions for a range of responsible natural resource and infrastructure 
development projects. 

Permitting Council will provide technical assistance, coordinate federal reviews, and ensure 
project timelines are tracked and visible on the federal Permitting Dashboard. 

For more information about FAST-41 and the federal Permitting Dashboard, visit 
permitting.gov. 

For more information about OPMP, visit Alaska Department of Natural Resources. 

Click here to view the FAST-41 MOU. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feqwo5rebb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00167HzGXamu22W6dOMumRo7guTWkGRDNE5ErlkUo48-jJb5QPflXpaxhyfpEi-KEYTWGMVyOYkPfmimp1YMl870r4ZSY7uBkRtj0OavzWdNEH8Vld-GFaNwjme496EMLYnsB5E81AhYy_VSv_kijNruQjWO9VRBML6%26c%3DRCnLILuz5gM3ZVVGBHjRjQnz8HZEs6OEGWfLx59Uo30vA_urMT0z9w%3D%3D%26ch%3D1XKRUo1R_dm-c_0QjDTU1XZ2HuCUZTV9Fsi0YBiIZ1jOpoWPA_XZuQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cashlee.adoko%40alaska.gov%7Ca8df284a2f0846d9754f08dde5a74f9c%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638919228946840909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F61MCRMAKwHsSuYvjO2va%2FNYjhaVbUiUhlvCQpvIvu0%3D&reserved=0
https://dnr.alaska.gov/commis/opmp/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feqwo5rebb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D00167HzGXamu22W6dOMumRo7guTWkGRDNE5ErlkUo48-jJb5QPflXpaxowMh7OabaCAJNZ8lk3ySc3mcsu96NG0AGDrJhNg7Y3Hw6Sj8os0fTL2q6NYlTXA3Mc5T4lNGYAKyQajrHYsPGjLOtZIsdZu3NBi4Jfd_BeEpdBlF8aJuoqRJtLWEv1YyBoSVkPo1QBSVAtC3YhqeYZsIoAUrwp-tAeBgSJSoPpF%26c%3DRCnLILuz5gM3ZVVGBHjRjQnz8HZEs6OEGWfLx59Uo30vA_urMT0z9w%3D%3D%26ch%3D1XKRUo1R_dm-c_0QjDTU1XZ2HuCUZTV9Fsi0YBiIZ1jOpoWPA_XZuQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cashlee.adoko%40alaska.gov%7Ca8df284a2f0846d9754f08dde5a74f9c%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638919228946871443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UP%2FZUs8sAhWqtCxnG0KwROMThQkybVWd7gKTVn91FJQ%3D&reserved=0

